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The unhappy event which occurred in our devoted ol- 
ty, has excited the tenderest and the severest jeelings of 
which our nature is suseeplibie., Tt is. doubtless, expeet- 
e’ that some one should endeavor to satisfy the eazer ex. 
peetation of curiosity ;—to dry the tearthat bedews the 
piilow of sensibility, cither resource must be had. So 
far asa compilation goes, we use our feeble efforts ; fare 
ther we dare not, we would not venture. As the servants 
ofthe public, we have collected this tribute, and oter ig 
Pith the meat respeciful regard, 
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| the whole courfe of our exi! fence, we have rever taken Up our pez 
unver a deeper gloom that we ieei at tivnsmonent It ca.is tu ourlet 
to record. one of the meit ddtre i, Ne scencs w peer can happen in the 
whole cicle ct human aitairs. ae reaver mult excuie ive mecies 
rerce of tte ia; Saag there is -cace 2dry cye int ts uistracted c: Ly. 
Weep, my tcuiaw citizens; for we have-seen a nigut et wee, which 
{carve any ese hoth Jecn, or ear hath heard, and no ‘ageless can adee 
qu, tciy tell 

Hom can we deleribe tie vene >? No pen can paint it ; no UNA gt— 
mation cen conceive tt.. Awhe de The tre wirapt in flames---a 22V a and 
auimated . fiembly iudcenly thrown Petia very vei ge oi the grave--many 
of them,oh 1 how many, pitcipitated m a moment .nto etern. fy--youth 
and beauty, and oid age and ycnius, overwheliied in cone promi.cuous 
rin fhrieke, grecns @ia hwran agony in every {hap this is 
the heart-rending .cene that we are pay upon to wescring We tink 
under the ctiort. Reader! excule ov teeungs, tov they ave rhe ‘cel- 
ings uf a wiicie city. 

Let us colectour ideas as wellas wecan, On Thvvicay necht @ 
mew piay anda new alter piece were played forthe bencont or Mr. Pig. 
ciée. Crowdsiwormed to the "A NE Ay che . left home thie 
16010) meee there Were Mot acis thar &00 pr 1f eke ploy went cf. 
the pantomime began: the firtt acer wesover. The whole icene wag 
before ti and oli around us was miuthandikfiv'*« On Gad? 
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wiset a horribie sevoiution did one minute produce! Vhe curtain ross 
nt th Sat CL Of thes anton HES ree orchelira Wes In roll chorus; and 
Mr Vi eit come on to Open the tene p when ‘parks of fie hegun to 


tail on the back part of the toce, and r. Robertion caine out in un-~ 


Btteiable ciflacte, waved bis hand to the ceiling, and uttered tale 
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appsiling wordsesmet? The howe is on fre’ His hacd was iamedi, 


ately Mietchec forth to the persons inthe fr ge-box to help them on tha. 


fage——st ‘d aid thet retreat im that Carection. This se-@. tat we 
ganght o: the ge the ery of fire, fire, pafied with electric tS Coty 
through the houir. --every one few irom their feats to gain the :o vies 
and (t irs. 
The feene haitles a : defcription. The moft heart pierc ng cries’ 
érvadra the howe. Seve me, faveme!* Woves asking for theit 
ib Mus, fenaes ano children shrieking ; wile the catoering eicment 


threatena~ 


game rol.ing on its curing fases and coiumns o: in-eke 


ing toaevour every buman being m the building. Many were trod 


Unive: toot ~- ieveral were thrown back from che windows which the 
were vie ine toleap. The ttair ways were immeciatey blocked up; 
the tiong was sogieat thac many were raived feverai feet over the 
heods of bias reit-- the ‘muke threatened an inttant tumocation. Wea 
cannot cweit of this picture, We sawaseeive felt itemeeiike others, 
We fave. up curcives iO lofieeeewecannatdep.ct it. Morv leaped 
frou the windcwsor che first story, and were saved=——c. ) en and 
feralesand men of aildescriptions were arem to precipitate themscives 
BA CNe GVOUNAA VeidWemmmes Olt of these escaped; though scverai of thera 
with broke legs, ang. thighs, and hidcous contusions. Mui it not 
a'iwho were ia the pit eica ped. Mr. Fayloi, the info: the muhcians 
Wio quited the ocheitrs Anding his retreat by the huck way cut off, 
Jeapti 7 to the pit whence he entered the semicircular avenue which leade 
to the door of the theatic, and iound it neariy empty. Hewes the 
dast that efcapec from the pit | how melancholy thatmany who were 
in the boxes did not al.o yymp into-the pit and fy inthe tame direction. 
Bot thote who were in the Loxes, above and below, puthed jor tha 
lobb:es— many, as has been said, escaped through the wndows - but 
the mof of them hod no other resource thon to descend tue stairs, mang 


escaped tn that wa y---be ut so gicat was the pressure that they retarded 


nce. Pelt) until the devouring element approached to sweep them int» 
@ternity. Several who even emerged from the bub d ng were sb muck 
eabvehed thet they have since perihed-.-some evin jumped froin theses 
cond window-- some othe.s hate bern dreaatully buint. 

The fire tew with a rapidity, almoit beyond example. Wirhia ten 
minutes after iicaught, the who.e houle was wrapt in flames.---T bh ‘Q« 
Joured peaple in the gallery, noit oi them, e.caped thio” the ftairs cut 
off trom the reft of the how.e :.ome have no doubt failen victims. The pit 
and boxes had but one common avenue---thio” which the whole crowsl 
had to eicape, fave tho.e only wko le aped through the windows. 

But the icene which en-ucd it is impofable to paint. Womer 
with difheveiled hair; tathers and mothers thrieking cut tor theit 
children, hufbands tor their wives, brothers fo: their fitters, filed tee 
whole aera on the outlide ot tae building. A few who had nie 
plunged aguin into te Hames to fave foe dear object of thei regard 
and cocy.opersfhed t ! The G. veinor perhaps fhaicd this invadebuly 
fate. Others were frantic and would nave ruthed to deitruction but 
for the hand of a friend. The bells tolicd. Almott the whole tows 
gufhed to the tatal Ipot. 

The Hane mu? have been caught to t ¢ fcenery trom fome light 
dehind———Rovertion iaw it, when it was no longer chan bis avine—w 
“‘Loung law iton the soot when at frit built though, Evevy asticle 

of the Tacatre Was consumed 5 aa well as the dwelling houle next teu, 
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But what is wealth in coraparifon of the valuable l’ves which have gone 
forever? Tine whole town is throwdrd in “or. ticads of tamilies 
axtinguilhed forever—m——unany and srany is tae neue, in which a 
@hauim bas been made that can never be filed up. We cannot dwell 
on this peture— sont lool atthe catalogue of the victim3, and ches 
conceive the culam may which has fallen upen use. Wee mutt drop the - 
Beno 


WARR 7 ATITV rye 


We cannot paint the details of the seene on Thuraday 
Bicht—-No description can do Justice to is hor ‘Tors——ng 
there were so few nersens so cool and self-coflected ws t@ 
ccurately peintany partof tue mass of the wees which 
fell ina mement upen us, Some seeacs are so craught 
with horror, that a celicate pencil weuld have to slitz 
Hem— Besides, fire enough has not been had to bring 
tozether a? aecuiate sroup ‘of woes 

itis painful te touch upen the catastrophe ef those whe 
have gone forever. Pheir ashes are tithe grave—but 
their memories are entombed in our hearts. 

Phe Generous and worthy Smith. who | zit a few daya 
ginve was erowned withone of the highest khenors whick 
Virvinia can bestow, is snatched from Lis conntry, his digs 
tracted faatly, bis childven and his friendst!= tis net 
certainly Kaown whether he bad effected his eseape from 
the building and rushed again iste the flames to save bis 
@hild! iereis ae scmptuolahi in thestory,aud perhaps it ia 
as well if it neser were cleared u>. 

Abraham B. Venable. President of the Rank of Yi ineie 
Mia; aman wo bas filled our oublic stabtuns with very 
bisa reaute 3 who has been inthe aouse ef Nevreseutas 
Uvyes and in Use Senate of the United states, during th 
moist interesting periods—he too is gone t ffe has left no 
wife or children: bot along trata of velatives and frends 
fo weeo his ios, Tle was in the box with fadics; he” 
beg ved thei aot to be preci itate or imnasient 3 hot wae 
a! Seoeth driven towards a windew in the lubby. vitha 
trovd ofothe ¢. Phe safocatiae smoke came rolling ods 
Mr V.aadsone who were with dian were theown dawn, 
Mr. Noland ell towards the wiodow and was = d; dies 
Y. fell the cther way and periaued in dis suavke | 
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Many doubtless perished in the same way. ‘The ve- 


lume of smoke, which could not aut frst eseape Ureugh 
. ? ? - : 
the veel. wis bats Cownsards 5 Llach, dense, ahaust sa-. 


dupated with oil yeva :pOuUrs. Many’ \ vere suffocated Dy ity 
Who might have had strength enough to leap the windows, 


Several were saved by the fresh ait which they inhaled 
atthe windows—-or even ata cranny. 
Poor Betts ! aman of astopisiing assiduity and attain- 
ments at the bar, has perish ed with bis wife and iar 
Melee —he tell perhaps avietim tokishopes. He thouche 
i more predeat to sit still v ith his wife. while the erowd 
passed by : but her sister-in-la Pave, yielding to 
{ a, rushed forward ee 


the symeunthetic Impulse of her fea 
yuh si “Cupen his family 1 


1 
didven are converted in 
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me 
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t 
is saved —Vihata seal has dex 
At one feil swoup, tive helptess ¢ 
to orphans. 


Biow heavily has the hand ofdeath failen upon the fame 
Wy ef the Darvies! Pocr mourners! deeply indeed Lave 
yeu unk of ihe Cv] ofaffiction. Within five shert vcars 
ye naan mambe MG a oe (he dead, the venerable Juba 
a ed Lewis Flarvie, Che amiable Mrs, 


aarvic, the cis rings 
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the alarm was first given, they endeavored to quict tlie 
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jrapofent is tie pencil of Raphacl inthe Vatican, whia 
he afiempis to paint feeantts s ration of Reme.! 

We should ‘still ila in our. researches—but the 
reader bas coatenplated horrors enough. Itis time to 
leave the paths ol death, we e have dwelt long caough up- 
on this melaacholy theme; and we are AnAibUS 16 Iclieve 


our ¢esiumus fron the sambre sable ef woe. wae this 
paper. thereisre let us cease the strains 6 erie ‘s det us 


drop the subject. There is only another a of View 
in which we vet propose to consider if: but this is net 
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directly calculated aR Rare up the fechnes of such as 
have lost their triends. Let us open the pages of history, 

vis is the erly elty, woich bas been al- 
flicted by so seyore a visitation—wueicker Gis isthe only 
people vw bom “the paths of pleasure have led to the gravel”? 

We have'learzt nothing very parGcul: arly authentic of 
the fate of Sirs, viitson—we have merely heard thet with 
the cuchand dehbersie reso PutiOn of a strony mind, she 
remained for a ete hes ce position, fearing rather 
the consequences of precipita viien and tumult, than { 
rapidity ef tee flames, ‘iney indeed bafled all reaso: 
ble caleuletion, and too many neve fallen victims to th 
fatal mistake ! Mrs, Wilson perished—one of the best of 
wives, th Hpi est of mothers, the most exeniplary ste Be 
motlicr ews evez lived! Words canrot express the agony 
of her dist regued family—the deep defection of 
friends, 

The fate of Mrs. Teron isalse wrant in chlivion, She 
bad been unfortunate enough to lose her husband by a 
disastrous aceident—and her children have now lost their 
motuer by one still more rapid and resistless, She was 
endnently true to all. the domestic charities of Life 
Dut neither the hand of ofeetion. of friendship, nor 
peet could snatch her fron the ur 

Mrs. Couk, the lamenied. wife of Mr. William Cook, 
anil her daucehter Reheces, perished Oe hes, “Ean “ shinll 
the discansolate iusband and father weep over {! 
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Sonthgate the only prep of the 4 farnity of Wright South- 
gate, dege—Eaeh has his merits; cach bas Ghe publis 
tear. 

Whata scene was exhibited for several avi affer (he 
trazic eveut! Many, were ignorant of the fate of sheir 
friends. Almost every one had his f-ars and rere 
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T occupied on Thursday evening a seat in the lower cer- 
ner box on the left of the entrance into the Pheatre. 
The tirst Isaw ofthe fire a piece of paper in full blaze 
was deseendine from the top and was then about iifteen 
feet above the level ef the’ s po ere it alighted..a gene- 
ral ery of fire? pervaded the house: and the pe S009 
insnediately quitted their seats, LT vas among the lust 
to dose, and when I got halfthe distanee tothe stair. 
way L met with Mrs. Sceett,a lady of my acquainiance 
who LTentreated to be calm, and not too precipitate ; a3 
her safety depended on deliberation : her answer was 
« T am noi ah armed and will do se 2” we advanced a few 
feet and a loud ery that it wirs a © fate alarmn’” induced 
ne toacturn te the eorner where ] had sat and looked 
through a door (hen open, and there [ diseevered the see- 
nery in Tull blaze and the cusopy on fire. [ hastened 
buck to (he erowd, belt ea stranger at the Theatie aud 
ignorant of itseoustr uction Lhuew of no anode of eseane ex- 
eept thro’ the avenue [had ascended to the bases, I found 
it blocked.up by the crowd, acd the fight being verv vi- 
vid, i diseove wl that the persons in were principally La- 
Gies > the ¥ Wore crehntiy calarrmked syd vine tor reftel, 
aad entveating the ceowd not to tlestius iucm ; still per- 
sisting in the belielf that as the fire was in the rear, tho 
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Hancer was last very Imminent; unwilling: to evawd Gn- 
thes: he‘errale. aut. being toe la-uetteeneou mer the sti x. 
gle Grefiained Troi: pressing upon thea. buidna mi ate 
3 found : aes were Hlrsive—a bluek thick smose. 
gushed posi us, $0 Iisianticeousty sufveat is that chicse, 
woe badeve ih to their tars bY eryviogs sum wither? a 
eregm, and i feand aspace infreni noe longer crowded ¢x 


cep bv prostrate bodies Tadvanced until the exiernab 
Phot ascend ained tome that i owas opposite a window ncat 
the head of the st sie be f endeaveured to force, but. 
the hattcs OF S90 pers standive in that ahlireetion stent 
wic iwe fect shot oF tthe fa Se efforts made after ihe. 

sinohe reached me [must have consumed halfa minute. 
i then wes compelled te eon {his ODPVesstxe sraoke, 
Mi rd was sotutelerable. that Deculd onls make one con- 
ve struggie to udyaace, and 1 then sunk set seless,-—. 
pa reeolicction was that my feet were deseending z 
hether the flooror stuir-way were broken. ér Ph d 
reached the cescent.. T ann. nut corseious, J benrd ne 
noise. Inseosthly T deseeaded to the leveb of the pit. and 
there a strones current of fresh air revived me, as i iny 


amongst 2 heap of prostrate pereuns. : struywicd ty rise 


4 


. 


and found myseli upon my feet witha lady cling SIRE TO ne s 


a4 


she entreated nic to save ber, und as she was ikke iu 


support herse!! 1 carried her in various aivections to find 
the outer deor, which T aveided from a mistake that aad 
algiost proved fatal, I saw several persons falling fro 
the windows into the street in full blaze, and my duiores- 
sit was that becoming desperate by the fire. they were 
Plurging irom the boxes into the sit, the plage af all o- 
thers most to beavoided, in this efurt to tind the way out se 

aw several gentieuen runing teand fro te whem 7 ad 
dressed the enquiry *« waichis the way out 2? bat obtain. 
el a. oA SWOT Lat dength detevinined to tid ihe ay 


—_ 


veniie 
through wiiea the preat eclunm 67 air entered 5; and by 
runing towards if, soon rained thie ed: wr Wh en we sok 
oui, the fire wes celag Neseh the front wimlows. und 

re we hai alvenced far the roo” tumbled ins "Phe lady 
Woon | reo stilt clanmed any assistance and Fearried 
her toa.lave .safety—[ saw no more of the scene und 


the walls ta bled dawn, and @o not Knos if any oe ! 
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Srg—-ereeably to sour request, J proceed to slate ¢ ne 

Preusstanees attending my situation ang escape 

tive Theatre onthe awful nicht ofthe 26ib. inst. Lepr 
" 


ed with ne fo the rds ay. my & i 
a 


cccand the two! 

rons, Adfred Gi Hiat, Peter hirby and Nicholas Gilllam 
repews of ny wile and Tself. Vhe Louse was mech erew- 
ded: fort! Le : ‘ah I with diffie: diy procured seats amoung 
senie of their ae mus mostly ules in bex No. 8. and for 
the bers seats ia the back of box No. 7 F—and wars sitting 
when the curcain rese in the second act of the afiersicce 
next the bors. inunedimely afte 


- 


pode use 


whici: the alarm of fire 

efire falling on the stare. 
(in rising froin my scet [de ua ae the bers to take care of 
themselves and escape as seon us possible, and proeveded 
myse!i towards ihe seats in the next box which were aceu- 
pied by my neive, the Miss Tlevons and their party, Willa 
the intention of assisting them cut of the House. Yreach- 
edbthe place witheat much pete but the party — 

all Jeli Cheir seats and in endeavoring to return thre? th 

jobby I wasearried with the: gurrent ci the evowal aes 
site to-the place from wheaece 1 had departed and found 
that Ars. Gibbon, Airs » Giatleso, Miss Convers and the 
three Bove hat all left their seats—In the then state of 
affairs it was ¢ eatin fruitless for me to seareh for either 
of the persons or whem Thad been in pursuit. and af this 


quneture Ibecanto think of my seit for the frst time,—L 


mew t 


te 
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See Sh wee seek - th 
rrakd ates a IND FST AI thy I Saw afi 


np cafes 4 B tintin ne er ~ : ‘ nal 
was to the dobby nextto box, No.7, and the flamesuwere 
, approaching with a degree ef fury and revidify that per- 
hugs was never exceeded—hitherts the seena had been 


hustle, coniuston and consiernanties : it new ehuneed 


to one of.awful herrer and de partion that bewcurs all 
deserigion 3 all ceremony was loreatten in conte: nbacte 
the frst law ec reature. [ perevived the centre win ow iQ 
the front end of ile Meuse and duteymined ro vir te 
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Na. 2, YT mounted en the heads of the evowd betwitt me 
and the window 3 by {its time the lic Ouse Wes ii po pea 
ness from erate: bite OPIS I providentiall 
3 
i 


side of the window, surrounded by the anay 


v 
. 
af 


r! a and af- 


: flicting cries of those sutocating around me; Fsiepped 
{ “Within the window. and with difficu ity ‘raised the une 
. sash with the intention of slipping out, and had dhrust my 
{ feet thre’ for that purpose, when the’ sash was suddenly 
i pressed down an’ eaueiit my feet ia Wound the win- 
dow sill, Fextricated one toot but eoul Bn extricate the 
other, until these hs shiv me who had sufielent strength 
lofi io nrouat over me aad the lower: tk which kept me 
E. dow, did so: in this situation I found myself so far gone 
| from suffocation, that T eave myself np as lost, the flames 


ios rove rushed. over mV head and the lntpeduction of 


_ fresh air at ine bottsin © sf the window gaye me new lile, 
3 these behind me being no lenger able to keep me down, 
——-\ with a last effurt raised’ the window eXtricated 
| ay) foot and jumped ont, without receiving any injury 


- 


from. the fall, theush much infured in one of. my feet 
frum bruises eecasik by the pressure oi the window 
sash.and Dhave other wounds and bruises reecived in 
ag loi yoy and window so sieht however as under oflier 

tWdepations not to be worth na tine, Mir. dobn Lyreh 
merchant of this city was T believe the ently person who 
past thro’ the window after ime.  Tlett many others about 
ifs all AP whom must have perished $) so rapid was the 
five that ido not think three aioe tes eould have e fansed 
from the first alavin uatil DT reached the sl indow?s at uny 
eats With all Che exertion that wm eould make, aber varity 
fect would d tiink inelude the whale space sof my progress 
from the first alarm nati T reached the window, at sat 
thet tine many were expirios with sutfoeation—ty the 
Widetofso mach sorray and erie fits Rynds me march enn. 
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solatisa ‘hat the three bors and) Girls whom LT earried 
Wha ote have ul Vseay Ni with thei lives. the’ the eiforts 
which | in ade will, the wey ef assistive then, were una. 
vatlin’s “Die seenew! 
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Sinn consequence of tie conversation, we ha? this 
evening, Etase up may peas aad waaedt Purticr prefier, 
Stuie, tiat when tire cuimac vesment of Gre dreadial give 
of @hoursday nizht wes anncnnced irom the stages | was 
Jeasing over the paces O: ue iroutlous. whiel was next to tie 
hneita side of the sieatre jonomy lef and was Lt. Gibbon 
idea tie bench direct!) melons were Mis. tralleges Siiss 
Coasers, ives. triboon, Sirs. israxton, Mia: Veu mail e and 
otacis, wivse names LT eansot recollect 5 the alarm of tire 
Was tisnediately succeeded by a very of, ’tis a false 
alarm. there isso danger, and as we did not tmast-e azy, 
a Lieut. (riboon aad myself endeavoured to quiet the 
acvrehensions ui tie ladies ia the box: i itxed iny eses on 
tie ery se; the scene which was down, haid dike apoear- 
ance of a trausparency, belind which ; 5: regs OF dizht seem- 
ed to descend ; but this did net convinces me, or ary vere 
son nearme 3; amonent how ver deciied. the fount scone 
is in flames, and f then resolved to wive ali fae assistines 
vuich humunity dictated, acd reacucd over for Niiss Cane 
yers. Who had suux motionless below. Lievis Gibbed cid 
the same, we took hervovers we held icr betwes ons, she is 
hia il of rasensibility, and to allaspearance dead. her 
head | alling ov ti my left arm 3 in this maaner we proceeced 
towers the: head of the siairs, when Gibhoa, suid. Lyvch 
joave Sally tome. Lam strong enough to carry her. she ss 
licht. and you can save somebody else | veplied: God hlesa 
You, Gibbon. there is the stairs. 1 thes turned round and 
proceeded for my otiginal situation in order to tuke cut 
sore ofthe oluer baat. s.actias | returned, | perecived the 
Greail! feos lement rush avita ihe cunt of lightning fiom 
the slage. vlog tne facing e¢ she woper boxes. taking both 
sides af the saine time, and from the dreadful oblum nf 
smnose Which was then thrown duwi ujpou the centre of the 
Front boxes. the iiames musi have met Giere : all was now 
utter darkness in the bobby. and Suffocation fhireatened, [ 
could wet do any thing, d was in the midst of a crowd of 
su erets, the cries were dreadful; it was an aviul period, 
aud ouly that the end wiadow was them burst epen, we 
miast all, all that were in that lobby. certainly have heen 
siulocated: the opening. 6! the window brought relief 
anid hove. dmosed on with the throny to the wi dow. and 
got tothe West sile ef it. ‘Phere was a gen Jeman in 
light coloured coat, dixed fast ia the window wea (wou E 
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that kis jess and thichs were fixed 1 pickin atts e sHtl a the 
window and the brick werk ; men-and women were pro~ 
tipitating themselves on hts shoulders. regereless of | 
entres‘ics 10 eliew bhimie free bimsecit ard ofthe fate that 
avared them below: many bodies were faring on the 
ground to appearance dead, and the fiaines were pussiag 
eutef the tap of tre window; Po was undetermined, and 
at that nament was pushed oway towards the west wall 
of the ‘Plreatre: ay ain saflocation threatened, the flanices 
were rushing om +e all cirections, my hadr caughi fire, 
(for my hat was gone.) hope deserted me : EF was strack 
with horror at ihe Wee ef being barat alive. bE rushes} te- 
wards the window. waving inv hands as quick as kaneis e 
over my head and ciothes 3 this was a dreadful mores 
Esaw many drop down on cach side 8 me subocated. 27. 
i rons over some bodies on ny wav; the window waa 
haw free, and Pwas scaréely en the ze tum ofit, when F 
head en corfulerash behind me, Pdhreu mvsel! out, ond 
pitriaite preserved me. Tam with heartety feelings of 
con ratula ion on sourewn provideatial eseanes 
“Very respecttully, 
St, 
Your most abecicat, 
JOLIN LYNCH. 
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Dew Sra-—Voing to'd, that for the parpose 67 eatlcc? 
faz tue best in ormation conceraing al che eireumsan- 
Ces attending the late deradful eoaflacration. veu were 
desivons of obfsiniug from exch individual who tad: es- 
taped, ashort aecomnt of Cie manner oad efrormetenecs 
under which such escape was effected : Psend vou the 
following statement : . 1 

AS the eurtain avese for the « ‘omimen cement oar the ed 
fet of the puntond ne, Ewes chandine in the lobby onthe 
lower va ree sf boxes, co ver sing Wife some of pv friends 
fire’ the brat cernannel of abox about So Heet feom the heed 
of the stair. ‘his box was eniin Iy ities, unengy er hers 
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hea seens eommoenesd, PE saw several fakes of fre Pill 
Aiunit the exutre or ihe sta gu 5 Diba Si sivsed a Mis pas 
Dooly tue dalling ef some couament or ists iutcnded to 
diluuudaate tie scene. Theery of +: iire’? was. iastandy 
#iveas-1 adveneeil a few sieps inte the lobby -enyuintag 


Eiri vw Le HCe a tiie alirm i SELF OSs andl met seve eat perso sys 


sonte OF Lucia Known to ine, valli.g@ out tal it was a taise 
laru--2 tarned about aud naw saw ihe curiain dropneds 


seabavery jarge brit ligt in innd &——P tien Pelt assure 


i that tue ioase was oa tie da Uiat. quarner— Phe cons 
stermadion and cousion fad becu.se general; DPvelt ne 
Four whatever froin the ames, and was ouly auprehen. 
sive fhatby the tarpetuosiiy of the crowd, umiay would be 
crusted to death ; and wit vihers untied in culling 2 out 
to taore around me, that the danger was ona: ite, cat ith 
beovecned fie net te press so fast.on those, diaGiie : we 
talted to the winds 5 i endeavered nuw bo Merce my way 
back to the side of the box Thad left, fo calaa the Care 
nese sith whom Thad been speasing, aud to walk uae 
tl ihe crond had passed 3 this. however. was doipessible § 
tie column ofthe exowd in whieh PD wos enclosed. bore 
Me iresistioly, bul slowly along towartis lhe staws 5 stilt 
feeling No ivaura oy being overtasea by fhe Hames. Teun. 
tines Poh BN siveebonls aid pressing my werent back 
Wards, 19 give as far as possible an oppurtunity to tuesa 
on tie head of the stairs, (where dhe pressure already 

eomed dyeidtus ) io elivet their escane 5 saddealy DP pei. 
ceived » thick, black, hot sivoke, cur loge d down our heads § 
prrvseas were 29 longer to be distiag dished. iter darkiucss 
pee vadicd leans ion was fast aj aproae: item—ior the firsé 
mowent 1 Was seriously clawmed—and by tie most eee 
exertions endeavoured to mase my way tothe hea’ of 
tie stotts—tt appeared to me I eu: uld not Cai a ie aps 
Tuva ground ive were sinking---nry owa strengta faded, 
anal? verily believed that LT never should see the dijzat 
aQvuin; af this instant a window on any rheit was forced 
ovine he fresh at somewhai dissipated tue smoxe aid 
revived as to new eter tom a unitiersal sereaw of mincled 
joy and despair was viven, anda rusa towards the winduo, 
Wiese nextii seemed unable to move. avidevied wut etiat 
Livy were pressed to death.” 2 was witty a tey sages 
of iil by des cerwe exertions endeavered to seach ies 
Acoull not 3 ina last ears of dusyaivy assisting asyceig 
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by the shontdcr of some one next me. T drew my feet ap 
and was thiewn by the united impulse ei ctl ers, are my 
OWN PXEPAOES, ¥ its my feet directly cn the wit dow si’, 
at the sone Instant fortun ately seizing a brekei f:i,2 
rem of the sash. T passed my head uncer it and ieech- 
ed the ervund without maierial injurs—I felt nian be- 
hind me. 
THOMSON F. MASGN, 
Bienday morning. 


eerie 9} Pee 


Bre ATy fiiend Mr. Thomas Nelson has infermed 
mie. that vou viched me to state the perticndurs of my 
pieviden ial escape item the dreadful fre which corsumn- 
ed tie ‘Iheatre on ‘Ehursduy nicht last. ‘ihey are as 
toliew: “The late pertod at whieh I arrived at the L “et 
house, conypelicd ne to ascend to the second row of box- 
es to procure a seat for Mrs. Perdleien, ard my sel 


where we remained until i discovered the second spark ef 


fire Tall on the stage in fient of the curtain. when J ime 
niediately heard the ery of fre from behind—I ther left 
miy seat. ann proceeced slong the gang way. towards the 
lead © the stair case, entreatin xy the affiis hted females 
to lave patience. ard net pree ipitate themselves duty the 
Doperse crowd that was pressipe forward, lest we skeuld 
be irampled te death, believing that by waitirg a fow 
miinuies, we should haye mere room, and cons equently 
descend with more expedition and safety. 

In a lew seconds, however, IE was convinced by the ef. 
f.. totan lidescribuble current of steam on my flesh. and 
si.oe on my lungs, that 1 had miscaleulated. aud 
that our escape must be instanianeous or not at 
ail. as suffucation threatened, With an energy which 
nothin. but such a dreadful crisis could inspire, f 
Pished forward, retaining my wife’s arm locked fast 
iuiuine, until § attained the first turn in the staircase 


jist below, or perhaps nearly opposite the windew, 
-pext the fioit corner, on the Jower, or side next the 


meeting house, At this place, the crowd behind me trod 
on the tail of my large loose gi . coat. com letely stop. 
DEL IMS Prosress. ah he adwell nigh thrownime buck wares, 
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padle of making, prevented. in this sitration my wife, 
(great Gol. six. figure to yourself way agasy l) vas term 
frou me by Hie resisiiess fovee ul tie crowd, aid juseat ie 
imsiaai of our -coaration. adubers were trunpled dowa, 
aaldi did verily vellieve. that she was one oO. taose untor 
tunite victims. PE tiousit Ehad ie sost tie sayeet whica 
had thus far stimulated my exertioss. and remaiaed per- 
fectiy motioiless for sume secoads, tbaviag fixed inys 
sicf in the coiner of the brick wall to juevent ve- 
ions forved down, and reiected va ine tinpessibility of 
exireatisg mioosell from the dmpendiag destraction, v7 — 
follows the protigions crowd that was fi len weidsias 1ie 
in pid fortuna corner, While taese reflections Were 
erussing my sind, PE oheard the window forced oped just 
aouve me. andielt the reviving boluense of the delicious 
air witich rushed UpuA Ine, aad iuvigurated the eberis 
Which then saved myine. By exertiois “which I now cons’ 
devas supernatural, TD veached Che wislow, which at that 
DQuspHelous mm@inent i enjused undis -uied possession of, and 
afier loostas down to. ascertain where Foimight ali, av 
with least igjury to myself. as well as to others who tad 
preceded me, [ seated myself cn the window sul, and 
eased aayseif of very deiner, tely and gradually, refiect- 
ing at the same tine, that if I could contrive my cluibes 
to tuuch the wall as I deseesded, the force of ury passace 
duwna world be somewhat broser. I scone Xpc tie 
enced the happy reality of tais experiment, for I landed 
on my feet. | periectty erect, and lave uever since felt the 


-Jeast soreness or baconveaicnece fran Wy MANNEY OF escape. 


Thus, sir. T have ina hasty manuer complied with the re- 
quest to the best ofimy recollection, Lwillnot attemnt to 
describe to you my seusations for some tiie after I had es- 

cape dd, for alho? miracu lously preserved pest from What 
Thadseen before I vot.out of the house, and what Psaw at 
terwards. Twas avonized under the ne thata be 
loved wife and enildl had perished. You who ave a huss 


hand and a parent, must if possible fuish the picture. 


Tam sir, 
Your most obedient, 
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G. Henutington Bacchus states far the informsfien an 
ithe tequest oi wit. duichie, (hat tie Guw aus carly Were 
$2. tie upper borcs; thai de was Sei poop ibe Lex Dai Ve 
his sien Wis of. lus. eigse io the Gre plaice on fue ieri oF 


diiedivaives that ihe ivstiijiation be ned ot. e dire was 
fio ie two spars. er takes 0} 


1 ai uit, Liat scocesued eaet 
Gioer as Uiey ii Upon dient: iY, douberteon Was tae 
his hnees before tie pertiait of a beautiful aady. whi 
Fes Pep esented pen ihe bark or ait¢y seviie, and, as 
apposed, Way per" Gini a fae vg) the pantomime for 
ionGi hiss tillamer the scarks teil. Ni 
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heherwon thea isoned up, and § tik Pe por wd tbat tos 
diause Was da Thaniere—ed Was then 6ecupied in- detaining 
Biiss, Siaria Nelson. Saiss Diary Sage a wd Raiss Ehizabeiis 
: Wt dren: rushing date the pressiag 
pmiuiuiude 3 Sa fo ibe Sate mite intora ed then diab 
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Nelson aad Miss Page CONC ~ hl With me in opinions. 
ssWendletch shiicked. and was apparently tiinting 5 
@fucht her, and rnetherbs stern advice and eaction wich 
Pased, she rovived sor recovered wer facudlies.7 then tuine 
cu to Misses Nelson aa Page, whe scemed, very eam 
aud collected sat this instant S2iss Pendretoa forseek us, 
and thie same mumeni te scenery descended ina terrible 
Blaze upon the stare 5 we thes began gents io move ont 
of Cie hos, aad we had just aerged Prem the door, when it 
Aiceared to in¢, tiat. the most, li-mot all the canopy or 
Vault a? the theatee Pelim with censideraule noise dine 
the rushine ef fhame. inte the pit,. ov bung reund ihe 
gadery wid aprerbexes Like curtains—T suppose ii was 
ote mivate tran the sparks to the filling of sees: ae 
aad not joek arvin tewards ths stage. To moved 
Yrewleva ot Torwared about cvelve or iifteen feet toward 
ie sta vs. wel the ladies as T supposed near me. Phere 
Yas! nr ficht enough to see blackness ofa very dense 
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fion of safety from ci: tay—T' ec eons{ruction and mater 
Mis of the isuse, Powas with others ignorant of, bat che 
livtutulay velocity of tie flame cxebtied the fact Guat Powas 
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darned evawite] froa their doves in such esavusion, tint 
there was no possibility of cur ascapin-. and tur saniig roid 
to view fire fre, saw ove of the aetors foxriaz dove the 
Eecnery—uy md etilt ditckiag itw: 
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gaysel? hut slichtly. One of the Salighitia saya he is vory 


certain liele Was hene cane out att éris through the Trout 
sincews. and in less than ten 1 ‘Wiles aller we lef, 16 
flames rushed ort of the windews. All thuse that fell 
with the stair case niust reariy huve expired with tia 
sinoke at the thue. as the sinoke was exves:ively severe. 
J heard neither sigh aor groan uttevel crom any ove of 
them. It is my opinion had the people i ihe iower hex. 
es got down in the pi. and passed cut of the west side. if 
world verainks have given reer Jor the unser beses, and 
by taat means alinos: every soul would have beea ho PG 
lam yeurs With siacere respect, 
JEDEDL SU ALLEN. 
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Drain Sin—What I know edhecrring that destructive 
fire, from actual efservation, iss altix ugh limied. very 
éeorrert. liaviag had no partic ilar reintive to pratect 5 
every object of distress, that cane within iny observa ce 
fro the beginuing to the end is a3 clear!y before Wy Wuaad'’s 
eye pow as it was at the unfortumte erisis. 

[told vou, that Air. G. and ey seye were walkiag up 
the hill, not more than tw eaty or thiriy perciies frown the 
theaire, when the fi Rest iiash apreared—he ran frantic to 
the protection of his wife and child; 1, coolly and celts 
Derately to that ofall within my power—ihe first I beheld 
in distress riveted wy shole attention—at the nortin west 
window in the frenteof the Theatre, a nuarber ofladies 35- 
peared, most of whose faces I knew—l! called to thei to 


jump out. they did aad were all saved—even froma bro- 


ken hone. yel some merediajured by the fames—J10s. 
MeRae and Mrs. Pickett were undeubiedly the two last 
who escaped from the rains. 

The female part of Mr. Richards’ family with 
many more had been reecived before uniapared—altho’ 
frequently Knocked down, [received ait the ladies fron 
that window and no man ever assisted one of them. if 
it were necessary LT could be particulor ia Mrs. Pieckett’s 
case —as she suffered more fron unfeeling nea than avr 
larly { saw—as spon as She owas safe. Din road the bail!- 
in tosee iPanv body else could be save Tat, saw that all 
Within were lost, my alfeation was ext drawa tothe door, 


near which IT had stood from the ve gtuuing 5 there the 
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blackened and lifcless bodies of many who are new ty ® 
fair way of revovery. weretrodden duwa by a gaping mul. 
titude—i, with vie assistance of a few whou 1 da sca Vid. 
evllect, drageed out aay apparent ly. deas twins Y LG ak 
were Miss avis and Mex. ‘Li a. and with 4 Uapt. le th + GAs 
ried off the anfortunate Miss Harvie these were all the 
bodies I reeoguized, the last of whem appearcd mast like. 
Iv iv live ; for she could sueak, but the others, althou,:h 
not much danaged extemaiiv, were apparently litcless. 
Tie most pleasias part of Ay life wan Uiat shici Ef 
ape it in the acto? preservation. bat Cre most melai uchaly 
di: @ssisil: ie fue preser ved and seehine the lost—, ro Say 


Aas re] 
partotl tat vonrself, ve 
Your fricvad aad servant, 
D,. DOYLE, 
eh SOG 


®ry-—f 7 eom yliance with your request, F send vou a 
Dried state: meat or the littl to wale L Was aleve WH esg 
in the — Gisust Pe pis ire at the Dheatre. Pwasat the oad 


of the brick row, vaiay way from the play. when i heard 
tie first ery of ire— sithout any other de Jay thad was wee 


ca toad by aidia a ies ny the live enehie about 16 at 
“a35eyacds, lidteokd tu the theatre door. Sivoo Aiea 


Vacler hed just come out,and Mrs. Giohoa was standiog 
ettil im nediateiy within. apparently in a state of stu e. 
factioi—! drew vier through the duor and proveeded os (3 
the partition door wWiere the checks were received ~~ be- 
tween Uiese doors T met several men aud women maki 
them w “ay Onl——in may progress to the stairecuse. o 
saw n0 pe son of any deserintion bit aioug the sue 
fiow the first landi Ms place lay a number of women on 
their faves, side by side, aheir heads towards the flo. 
Phey were all apoarently lifeless—and their clothes wee 
ja the greatest di- order, 

iv fist impulse was to take up one of the smallet--fa 
cairyiag her te ihe outer door Linet nu onea_etiit to 
wien there received der ‘Phece or four ventiepen who t 
pps bad been before em: loved an taki: yy Out the fe. 
males afters avis CRine af. and lost no tine in resiuvin 4 
the other ladies. «Ey ey vere all care dias farus tue 
leu, aud Were luvy Welw veceised gad duine vil by VLU dy 
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¥ think that Mr. John G S:iih and Mr. Alexy. Sharp cj. 
das town were -two of these who were in the house with 
Rie, and sere very active, Lb disiinctly eecellect what £ 
gaw wien 7 iiest went in, but the horror of the spectacie 
wihiels presented itself > ney eves oa te siairs, (unappris- 

das Twas until then that ] iad vot met the last of the 
awiiences) makes my teeelleetion very confused of ¥hat 
pussedatterwards, dan however conadenut that all those 


who had reacted the juwor flight of the stairs were resen- 


ed from-iie ames, and 4d flatter inyself that they ave now 
lists. Miu, Suth aad Mr. Sharp. and probably ene or 
two viliers, Cau voucn tor tle same Pact. 

, | Your’s, &e, . 
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REPORT 
Of the Committee of Invefi igation. 


DECEMBER 30, 1811, 


‘We the Committee, apvointed by our fellow-citizens * *¢ 
erimire inte the causes of tie melancholy catastrepic”? 
Wiel took place ia this cify.on Vhursdiy night last; au. 
fustvophe, wiiel las spreui a g.oum over a whole cits od 
fir every eye with leans 3 have given to Uhis melauchely 
tits all the atieation in cv power.—We feel it doe t 61. = 
seives 5 it was due toour wee,ing rellow-citizens 3; it wus 
due tothe worldto collect all the lights which might serse 
& elucidate an event whove effects are so deeply Wriiten on 
our hearts——-Ve have seen every person who was behind 
tle scenes. that was best able te assist our enquiries—we 
ba heard their statements, and atier Siiling (hems as ace 
Gurasly as possible, beg leave to submit the following re. 
Pert 6 onP afiiicted citizens : tN 

on the night of Thursday fast, the Pantomime of « The 
Bleedi § Sin, ov, Agnes aod Kaymond’? came on for re- 
Prvocutation afer the play wasover. En the first Act, 
eunvug other seenes, was the scene of the Cottage of Dave 
Gist the Robber. whieh was iWhuninated by a chandelice 
@) arently hasstay Crem the couliog. When the ecru 
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ghandelier was lifted from ats position among the seenery 


above. It was uixed with two wicksto it 3 vae unls of 
teen had been tat; yet when it was lifted above, iis yetud 
funp was not extinguisted eve isthe firstdink in the 
ehain of our disesters ! “The eran who raised it, doos net 


Pp eiend todeiy ite=2u pleads that ie cid so in CONSE (iit ine 


of en order fro: soue person, whom he supposed autive 
vised todirect him. That person was behind him 5 (is 
voice iad seached him, without bis sccing the person, and 
h- does ot pretend positively (0 revognice him. We fiave 
asi the most distant idea that. there was the slightcss 
mischievous iutention in the order or in the act—it was 
inattention—It was the grossest peglivence. The liffer of 
tiie iaimp says that he was aw are eT ihe dang er, and ree 
mousivated against the act; yet yielded with ico fatal a fae 
ellify to the reiterated? orders of 3 porson vy hom he saw 
not, but supposed authorised to direet him | We cast not 
the slightest iImpuiations upon the Manasers er any of 
the regular Comedians of the stage—the.r vvsitions at tie 
moment as weil as other cirsumstances, forbid the ifea 
that the order ever passed from their lips 5; yet the act 
was done, The lighted lamp was lifted—the torch of dese 
traction gleamed at the top of the stage. 

Mr. Rice (the property-man of the Viwatre) says, that 
he saw ihe scene was over in whieh the lainp’ was used 3 
he saw the lamp efter it was lifted up; he was aware of 
tie danger of its remaining in that position 5; and syuhe 
to one of the carpenters, three times repr -atedly, 6 Lowe 
er that lampand blow it out.” He did aet see it put out 3 
for be was drawn by his business to another part of the 
stage, . 

Mr. West declares that he was passing by to commence 
the 2ibaet of the pantoimine, and sawdhe lawpup and 
heard Rice giving directions to the carpenter to extinguish 
it. 

Mr. Cook (the regular carpenter of the Theatre) des 


_élares that he saw the cat penter alluded to above. mre ht 


ing to let down the lamp tnmediately alter the order to 
let it duwn had been given 3 that he das no dont this ate 
tempt was made in consequeace of the order 3 that he saw 
the cords tanszle and the lamp to ascillate several beehew 
from its perpendicular position, ‘The chandelier abive 
23 moved by two eords wuicl worked over iv pulleys) 
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Jnserted 3 *. fe entlar-heam of the reefs and the straight 
Vine fiom the beaw tothe Janip was, Mr. Cook thinks, 
gbout 4¢er45 feet. Thus some idea may be had of the 
ire ree oi Osciilation. 

aye Ataiet set fone of the Performers of the Theatre} 
tnys. that Le had comarked, even before the represen. 

ation, wow urssiliuly the cLandeclier bad Par 3 and 
this an attempt to move it had caused it to ride cieuanly 


{ 
ground. 

Mr. Yore (another of the workmencf the machinery.) 
Mrostl Cones lusively econirms this statement. Te saw. hak 
fa the attempt to lower the lamp. as it was perched among 
(he scenery. the carpenter hed failed in his effert s that 
ie then jerked itand jostled it; that it was thus swersed 
from its pervendicalar « attitude, and brought Into contact 
sich the lower part of one of the front scenes. ‘Phe 
serene took fire: the flume rose. and taperiag cheve Ti to 
® vint, must have rcached the roof. which was elevated 
6 or 7 feet enly above the top of the scene. 

‘we were assured, that there was net one transparent 
Beene hanging 5 that is. a séene counted with varnish cnd 
@x rremely_ big Wied GL oF at there was only one parer 
seone hanes ne. which Mr. Uu the Pr ompter ceclaies, 
Sribs e aaatiwien 5 or & feet obelind the dame. Thirty-tive 


Beces were al that moment hanring, exclusive of the flies 
oraarra ¥ borders witeb represent the skies. roofs. &e.— 
ard of these 34 were s ‘AnVass: paintines 3; which theugh 
pot extvemely combustible on the painted side, are on the 
oitner so Well covered with the fibres of the hemp, as to 
¢atel the Ja.oe. 

hifforts were made taextingnish the flame. Mr. Cook, 
he carpenter, ascended i. to the Car penich's vallery 3 bat 
in vain. Vie did -m-reed andetiing duwn some of the 
scenes upon the floor. under an idea that this was the sur- 
est means oO extinguishing the flame: bret he ceuld rot 
distinguish the cords of the scene that wes on fire. The 
roel seen cave’, and the sense of Canger comp clled him 
to ily fur Lis | lite, 


Lhe conmuiitce must now be under the necessity cf 


drawity the attention of our fellow-cifizens, tothe events 
Which t ity tybieccg ean Poarrad oi the «¢ urtain. pir. West states 
on immediately on his enters the stage to go on wi ile 


his pait, be he ard some bustle behind the seeues, whieh 
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hie Biciecinnl tobe a mere fracas—the ery of « fire” they 
susufed bis cass. waleh gave hia no serivis a TG iSle 
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¢ ait "bs ile “ned. aa aranaae ie pretend 
taroish a seteituse fo peevest hurry and confusion 3 
thathe had net at that uecaeot seen any flikes of fire fi.b 
behind the sceas 3 5. seehag then al lenzth failiog Prom 
the roo le Petredig nia the sceae aml found the whale 
sta ze enveluped tt Hanes s When i:liag it uguvailiag, he 
Miempted toimke geod Pisis owaretrvent. 

wir, Keverisons Wino was the valy performer besices 
Giant came befure the audience. assured ihe eomeinitice, 
that at the musneat waen he first dtscaversd the fame, +t 
was no longer than his iandserciief.s that he repaired 
immediately to tae stase.as near the orchestra as he eo ib 
cone:  taere he couveved ty the audience. not w gine gto 
niarn thea, by vestigu siien tu Jeave the houses tl ne iG 
tne actardoive Ghat, he discovered tie dhanes movin ra. 
piliy, ant Gien he exclained. + he heuse (or che i hea 
tre) ts.eon Gre 37 that he went directly to the stage-hox 
yuere sone three or four ladies were sitfing, cotreating 
them to.jumyp iito his aruas 3 Caat fe could save Chein by 
E015 ‘esing them threa rh thie pe vate xt aye-duor : stad thot 
he stil is ireated, until heefound it necess: ny iv muae his 
awn esvane 3 that his.own retreat by the private Ccor woe 
i itercented by the flames : that be found it RECessarv ta 
Jeas inte tre stage-bos. and join tie geaeral crowd ii tha 
Jobo 5 that he gained one of tue front windows 3 assisted 
ja passing ou 2 Me ten or twelve femates, but at hast 
fouwl it necessary to throw hinnseif from the window.” 

(ais narrative is due to the exertions of a genticinan,. 
wuo frst sounded the alarn; axd towhenm there are a 
few who have not done that 4: miticeavhich he deserves——. 
Let us now retura to the transmission of the tire—where 
tie point of flame reached the roof. Vhe roof was unto. 
tunafery not plastered and sealed—-there was a sheating of 
plank, pine plank we are told. uailed over the rafters, 
aml over these, the shisgles. The vozin of the pine had 
pene oozed ont of the plank. through (he heat of our 

rnier’s sun, aml stoud indi ops upon it. Yet liowever this 
ay lave bee » nv soonerdid tae sire of rhe (haine reach 
the raol thaniicaught, Qhe iire spread wilh a vapidicy 


— f= 


cat at” 2 : i 
me iM ivr at Aan 


¥ oe _ a" : 
ro ij ie ie oO Thi haa i: 
its 7 ; Fp * 


«J i oh al 


siipracte 


4 


. fliebevi 


| . scrponn winsahe 4 an ane Nat 


fare @ rip a - 
im od 
pa Puy : aie 
Bartit le endl ean 
Pye) py altel. oe 
ladies Deepen ee Phe 
ot ogdlin cated, 2 que O sea’ ne 
ar ais: 
gh iitnel witty ¥ pair Oy 
ME et i St twee | 
 Peiealt abt, Fepenopetls herarennt 
‘i Cages vl tat glelivisd tant eae EN nl 
dius ir nae aeemeael yg ah ee a } 
en aire ton nea abba Lette 
bh gee aes sheby bo tiiih 4d 88 a 
net. RAM NAPE erry al bennina ponte 96 
mpl sui jth wa) Yea wis + biosns 
xe eigae call wd bine ie 9 
>! Heeritine eoittiie. wae . 

wien woth cnet galt sina & 
fut Litrat ¢ -Tonbeocaghitale 6 dbs eth 
wi Hi Onn 7 wt - CT end wi gre fy 
eon eel ora et ‘46. yt ; 

rie eat OM laceregt ne pat 

ik Wtwng bat | 

bi nolern vewoleia ite 
twat! ht Met sleek al 
** peo ab ot stds eco Wie 

gain “hw erates ih ads D2 ORT ese dk i. 


ae he apex He wa | ¢ 
. : a 
~~? see atylt ond ui co bh Ls 


Mi vl 


wy ‘ ] 
Re? oto es eld Ls Ge 
a = i bbwne~ 1h | - abd rn eset f Ngee he as fj . . 


ag ge u . 
Ww aaieand Lo gp ag hole bee 
matics Met rae 


{hro’ this eombuatible material. nnparalicled. eerviaint: ae. 
ver equalled by any of the teo numerous nes Which bave 
desoluted our city—in four or jive nitutes at least, ihe 


whole roof was one sheet of flaine—it burst through the 


bails-eve in front—it sought the windows wuere the 1 rare- 


fied vapour sought its passages fed by Uic vast column of 


aur in the peters of a Theatre. ted by the inflaminmabie 
rannels and pillars of the bewes, by ihe dome of the pit, 
hy the canvas ceiling of the lower boxes, uatil its snitoca- 
ie] vietims in the front were wWraot mils uebvoursnyg famie, 
or nressed to death under vie smiowluert 2 ruins of ihe 
building. . - at 

Here might we pause in our melanchely fask, Wehave 
qraced the conflagration to the fatai lamp, litted as it was 
“0 then jerked ard jostled out of tts ea aero positic 

, to the scenery—to the roof ; until every thing was ene 
ve vehained in its fury. But there is ove part af the subjeet 
which, though it does not tall strictly within the letter of 
the fesal: tion, or perhaps the line of our auty, is yet (co 
interesting to be passed over. Whi. this 7 ‘atality 2 W hy 
have so mauy vietins perished on lis melancholy OLvasi- 
en? It cannotbe said that it was ihe combu atibility ofthe 
hailding and the rapidity of the firs. great as they undoubt- 
edly were, which aliogether produced, this mortality of 
thie species—for we cannot believe. if large vermmitories had 
beene ected tor the passage of the crowd. if there had been 
feors enough to admit them. Giat more than one-tenth of 
an audience should have perished on the occasion. 

it was.in the opinion of th commit e.tlus Ui ecastruce 
ijono: the Vheatre itself, whieh was principally its, Cause. 
Tiow numerous were the occasions on whieh it had lone 
before been said, as he erowd was slowly retiring at the 
end of a play: © Suppose the Louse were on fire, what 
should we do ?’—Yet we slept with foo fatal a seenvity 
ever the evil—we trusted and we are ruined. New doors 
were not opened 5 the winding stair-ease was not strait. 
ened, the aceess to the avenues of the “Theatre was not 
cularged, 

..ven the reliets of our fellow-citizens as thev lav, 
pointed out the causes of this fatalitv. They were fouod 
sGewed in heaps at the Poot of the narrow stair ease 
Whivhhad from the bexes and though with less profi. 
ion, ou tae ground iuimediaiely uuder the lobby of the 
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Boxes above, fom which lobby their vetreat down the 


tains had beeu intercepted by the crowd which choaked 


thein up, On tit fatal aight, there were ia ube pit aad 
bexes 318 dvilar tickets, and 50 children—exeiusive of 40 
persons whe were in the galleries, Of these, 5958 had io 


‘pass throizh Gne common avenue, and alihough all the 


Speetalors in the pit may lave escaped, except a few wii 
muy have jumped jato the boxes, yet the crowd ia lie 
Tower and upper boxes nad no other resource than to press 
through a narrow angular stair-case, or to leap the win- 
dows. ‘Phe counniitee not being particularly conversant 
witi the construction of Vheatees. have vrequesied Sir. 
‘T waits one of the managers of tals bheatre, to furnish 
us will dis ideas on the subject. fie has favored us wiih, 
a statement which we beg leave tu incorporate with vur 
report, in the words following, to wit: 

*« By tae’ requelt ot rhe WC ommittee of Enqury inte the cauie of the 
late areauful caiai nity af the tacatre on the aght of the 96ch tnitinr, I 
aif-ir that che lotsof fo many valuable iver “and the ditt cis snich is 


fel by alt on the occ iiicn, is w. iOliy a tributaple to che co. ittruction o£ 
the Jare theitre and its miateriais. 

‘< In ail theatres, that I have Seen, excep: the late one, there have 
been three distinct and separate doors of entiancemcne to the sores, 
one to the it aid one to the Galery. The iace DiuryeLatc ‘Vier, 
had in the centre ef each side as; pacious hail, wih bread snd diarghe 
ftir cases, which tera inated in the lobbies of the Boxes; three evtran- 
ees tothe Pit, one in-the trent and one on each side ,.and jour cntran- 
ces to two Gulleries, two on each side, These avegues were firin unc 
cOnlnosjous, and in thei consiruction prefented every facility tor et. 


_ €ape, when any danger ailuileu the auliencee Muterable rev rte! Incne 


Jate Richmond The fatre, but one «mrrance to the Boxes and Pit, end 
tht so narrow, tia: two periens coud icarcely pals at t.¢ fave tumc— 
the way t.en iying through a gloomy paffag: to a nurow siraing 
ttiir cate which terminated in as narrow a Looby ——=Ir is, the: ¢- 
fore, evident, that this ever to be lamented lofs, which has at once 
deprived your city of :ome of its brightett ornamenis, and «ic.o- 
Jaci many families, is w.'o ly at rioutable to the maleccnttiuct. n of 
tis ivte 4 neatre, whichecertuimly offeed no means or ipecdy cicape, 
Tae rapidicy of tne conflagration mwuityhave been cauled vy the unun- 
Mines 6’ -te ot th: puniding, tnere being no plaftered ceiiing or wai. to 
revent the conununication of fl.me.? 
* ) 

The Cammitiee cannot close their melancholy labours 
without expressing oue hope, that trreparable as our owu 
calauitics have hee ‘N, We Tay not have.audtt ved altogether 
in vain, that our own misfortunes may serve as beacoas to 
the rest of onr countrymen sand that no theatres should be 
permitted to be opened ia the other cifies of tie U. statess 
nati! every faciliy bas been procuved for thy vscape of 
foe audicuce. 
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ORDINANCES. 


Mp 


Cn the ey a Bee, the Common Council 6? the city. of 
Pichmiond, asserobled and cassed an erder authorising Dre 
Pains.” Mie, We ithune Bis ave Sere Pb atston and Sir. Game 
bis to collect and devoesit the wiuains of the unfortunate 
euferers, insuck urns, covins. or other suitable dnelo- 
puires-as they shall think fit, nud have them cenveved ta 
tie public fertat sbi with the sclempity due to the 
eceasion. Gn the 2sth it was represcrted to the Presi- 
dent and Council, that the renmies of the deveied vie. 
ties could not eonvententhy be reméved to the poblie 
Berial ground. wherefore i was erdered, Chat the reticts 
phould be all interred in tne vlece where they fell. and 
thet che ground should be purchase do and avprepriated 


eecord fingty. Moreover. it Was ordered. - that the cir 
Constable communicate ta ‘ ¢ Cifizens. that tits earnest! 


J 
secommended, that they willaustaia from all business for 
tbe space of forty-eight alles ater The apaaee of the 
ordinance, that the VWedresday fi Mowing should be cb- 
served asa day of humiatioy sad praser 3 awd that re 


y 
at 


gf ovs, plays. public batls er assenbhes sheuld be es hi- 
Aited within the city tor the space of cour eeonths.” 


Sprilar orders and resclutiens were passed hy the peo- 
ple aml theo Constituiet authorities in Rorfclk, Petersburg, 
Predericksbur bey ak dncst of (be principal towns of Vir 
pinia, . The bxecutive passed a resolution expressive of 
their sorrow fer the Joes er thetr beleved covernor. as 
well as for that of ticir other fellow citizens, Congress 
Suilowed their example. Upwards of 4106 Medical” Shit. 
cents from this state, assembied in Philadelphia, put on 
the weeds of wove, and prepared to honor tie manes of 
her brothers and sisters: the xeuny poutlemen of the cis 
ty caught the syinpathetic flame, an ‘dl ppruraten (0 Partie 
cipate inthe mournful procession, they were admitted, and 
bewalled the Sate of thease whom ey never knew 3 but 
than whom, they never can hiow characters srperier, 

The youayz gentiomen of (he Navy paid appropriate 
licnors to the memory of their beloved fellow-soltic T 
Jieut. Gibbon: pocr fellow! his fate was a peeuliar one 3 
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Yo THE CITIZENS OF RICIWONP, 


Fathe sincerity of adlicted miads, and deepiy wounded 
Keariss pernit us to express. the anguisa waieh we feel 
for the late dreaicul calamity. of which we caanot bet 
totstier ourselves the imaocent cause. Froaa liberal 
aul ealighteaed cowimusity we fear no reproaches, but 
we are conscious that iaaay bave tou much cause io wish 
they hat never Known us. ‘Vo their uerey we aopeal vor 
forgiveness, net fora crime committed. bat for vne which 
evild vot be preveate!, Our own toss caunot be estinae 
Inaied bat by ourselves—"tis true. (with une exceptiva,} 
Wwe lave not to hunent tie fess of Ife —but we ave lost 
our friends. our patroas, our property, and ia part, our 
hones Nor is taisallour toss--in this aiserab) calamity 
We linda sentence of banishmeat from yoar irae pits! ig 
city. No more do we expect to vel that vlow of pleasiwe 
whith oervades a eratelal heart, while it receives fuveurs 
Athen, Ulv bestowed. Never again shall we behold that fes 
miaine hana ty which so eaverly aonen lisellf to soothe 
the victim of disease, ner view with exultation the bene 
voleot wao fostered the fatherless. aad shed a ray of co ne 
Fort oa the departing soul of adying mother. Here they 
re ceuse-the eloquence of Grier; is Silence. 


James Rose, - William .Indersony 
Hoplins Robertson, Thomas buries 
Cras. Young, af. Plavide, 
Charles urans, J. W. Urerits 

Woo. Twaits, Wm Ciark. 


Ziiuss Caufield, 


INTERMENT OF. THE DE.1ID, 


The arrangements for this melancholy oceasion conta 
fot we comoleted before Suvlav—and as the plave of ife 
ter went had best chaased trou tae Churel to the area 
waerd the Loeatre stoo: i, to that Catal and devoted spot, 
tae Paeral precession did aot move as was ori: rinsily code 
te nolaced hy tie Con aittee. fron the B Lriist +Loetia se 
Hoise, near the ‘Theatre, ehard the relies tay, to tug 
Casiga Wasee bao isier.acal Was invaded w ke shards 
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The syenmrfel precesien began at Dr. Paward Frent’s 
en By bali siitet. Wiecre UL TOL Bibs « ie ihe tui teriuiate 
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the line ¢ ‘bhey moved up Uie main sipret ti til they 


siruckh the cress strect loading te tle jeanl—iere they 
sere Juhled by the Cerpse of peor Jxliond harcvie. wire 
exired at her brothe rin ‘tals! tee Cashierer uie isunk- 

they moved up tae Capttel HN. and at the Copict vere 
joimed by tbe bearers of two large IMADOLMEY BONES. | 

hich were enclosed the ashes av Md reiies yi the decensed. 
The meurnful prueessicn then mevea to + the cevercd 
spot :? and in the centre ef the arca where once siccd 
tie pit, these grevious relies were buried in ere conunca 


grave. ‘The. St vice ter the dead was bead ny the are 
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fir. Buchanan —The whole secne detics Gesrtj tie ra 
whote city bathed in tears '——~-fiew awful the wansitven 


on this devoted spot '~-\ few Gays since, if was the thee- 


tre of fey ard merrin.ent—canin aed by the sound of u- 
sic and the liumefda delighted multitude. bt is uew a fa- 
meral pyre! the recej-tacle of the relies of oor friends 
aud inashort time a monument will sund Upon li le pong 
@Gt where their asues lay ! 
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A LIST CF DEAD. 
Glargaret Anderson. rs. Convert and end, 
William Ceok and 
Pig B 
veret Copland, 
. ae 
‘lvira setae 
Anne Craig, daughter of 
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Adeline Bausman, dauch- 
ter of Sirs. Hausman, : 

birs. 7 ata ¢ Braxton, 

Eaten Bolis aud irs. 
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Mary Clay, 
Sally Conpera, 
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ire, Mary Davis, 
Leorge Lixen, a youl. 
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suatlotte Raphael, 
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Georve W. Smith, Gover 
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Cecelia ’ ro: lity 
Su! iia G ‘POU bile 
Abraham 2. Venable, 


Piesident of the Bauk. 
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Sirs. Vhomas Wilsoo, 
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Jane 
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PEOPLE uF COLOUR 


Rebert Fermill, a mulatto S Pleasant. a mulaifo momas 
hav, belouging lo Mr. Rise 
Fanny Gof, dames Edinonson, a tiulut 

Bersey Jehason, te. boy, whe died siuce. 
Philadelphia, 


PLP LI I 


Kicuvions, Tecember, #5. 


Yesterday such of the remaivs of cur mech lamented 
Pellow-ciiizens who lost their lives in the conflagration of 
the iteatre ou Thursday night. were entoinbed en the 76% 
where the Girefil cotastiephe Lappenec. A Tergar cairns 
ecurse of scope attended or this melanecho’y occasion, Gian 
We vevelicct ever lo Lave scen assemibledin this place, 


December £1. 


Vesterday wes a day of humiliation and prayer." 
All the shops and stores were shut, the Rev. Mr. Lisie 
preached at the church. a fuueral sermon. Fvery | ae 
of pubsie worship) was opened. Mr. Speece preached at 
the Capital inthe meining. Bir. Logan in the evenirg.— 
Bir Brice and Mr Grigg atthe Baptist neetip e house 
inthe morning, Mr. Courtney at the new Metheorist 
Church in the worning—and at the old one. dir. Betlieu 
fs the morning and Mr. Mvuore in the Lyesing, byery 
Place was hk lled ty overflowing. 


Casualtics, 


fn the chapter of aceidents, it is painful to he obliged 
te wertion the rame of Mrs ichard Pabrey. cre cl tie 
Host promising literary characters in Virginia 3; he was 
in theoup Per tier & boxes, and in the act o! Losistirg sone 
Jadies LPAIGME tO liu. When that destriss tive vis GNI. 
mentioted in other communications. secden Hy iss rena 
ihe custern part ol the buildiig—he saw no flame, yor his 
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ferw an? one c® his hands have heen deoply burnt ; fy a 
ation ied lo save ab aself be the stairs 5 but sees theng 
strewed by the bodies of prostvated fadies., he thou. shits 
sooner thaa iajure then with his feet, he wouldteust his 
faie to chance, ard aceordinzly jused out ef ore of 
tae uopet wialows—'is Tift is. thank Goi, saved. yet ha 
has s:cfered severely, aad indeed, still saifers, 

Dr. sbeaw’s siiuaiow is traty deploradle. as well oa 
account of his owa fanily. as Giat of tue poor unvoriaiate 
guitorers on thal eccasiod —iuis as shat nee as @ PUSH 
axias a friend, would have been a balm to fhe weu's of 
Mienv; it may pot be deomed presale in sayins, by 
the luss uf ais ail. sone lives have bees lost. The iajury 
hie Bay received is not ineurable. but it is such as fo ne it 
tralize itis useful services for a lone thne 3 alter 
having exerted iis stresgth, for the satety of the pose su’. 
feriag ladies within his reach, when all Ga five himself, 
he preci ipitated himself from the window. (say 20 feet 
hish,) his whote weight coming on lus right leg. so hive. 
Fated the mitocles: as to ease hin to linusine for some 
time that his thigh was broken. 

Many persons had their labs fractured, and some were 
severely buvat ; yet most of them-are now tn a fair way 
ef recovery Mr. John Richards, in escaving through 
a window, fractured a limb; Mr. Samuel Dyer met with 


a similar accident; Carter B. Page also ¢ seaped with a. 


Hroven | reg 5 Mis. fa cher of Manchester, received consi- 

derabie injury fromatracture. "Lo enmmerate all the ace 
cidents, would at present be exceeding the limits which we 

have prescribed for ourselves on the present oceasion. 

Fa order to refresh the mind after this lugubrious nar. 
rative, we give an account ofa few hair-breadth escanes 
made by some of our ladies, taken from a gentleman pri 
has conversed with them siiee their escape. 

Stvs, McRae miraculously escaped without the assis. 
tance of any person within ; she wandered about in the 
Gark over seats and benches; she thinks sometime 
in the pit, she afterwards ascended the boxes 3 she could 
neifher see nor feel any person 3 her senses were nearly 
extausted, wheo part of the building fell. and pave her 
lizht toseea passage through the window 3 she was thea 
ja the lobby. and meeting with no obstruction. threw here 
alo out head foremost. and was fortunately veceived Withe 
Qul suliciing any material lojury. 
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